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Barbie in the Labor Force 
 

Barbie in the Labor Force 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning Target: I can identify gender issues in the workplace. 
 
 
Read the following and underline the important points. Answer the questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

1. Mattel introduced an astronaut Barbie in 1965, but the first woman in 

space was Sally ride in 1983.  Why do you think that it took so long for 

women to be able to participate in the space program? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



2 
 

 

 

 

 

Video: Why More Women Aren’t Computer Scientists, Engineers 

http://video.pbs.org/video/2227552207/     (7.57 minutes) 

2. What are three reasons why so few young women choose to study computer science, 

physics and engineering?  

______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why should women consider computer science, physics and engineering?   

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. What was the one thing that happened in the 1970’s that may have resulted in an 

increase in women become doctors and lawyers? _____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: In 2010, the company announced that Barbie’s 126th career would be in computer 

engineering (a still heavily male-dominated field). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://video.pbs.org/video/2227552207/
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The following article is from the Onion, which is a satirical publication.  There was never a CEO 

Barbie. 
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5. According to this article how many of the top 500 American companies had a female 

CEO in 2005? _________________ 

6. What percent of Fortune 500 CEO’s were women in 2005?  ______% 

7. What is the trend in the appointment of female CEO’s since 1995? 

___________________ 

 

 

8. What career do you think would be a good one for Barbie next year?  _______________  

Why? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 


